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Keyboard – Dvorak Layout

The standard QWERTY keyboard layout is not ideal for single handed use and the Dvorak layout is an alternative layout that may be easier for single handed users. People who use a typing wand or a mouth stick may also find this layout useful. 

There is a layout for right handed use and left handed use.  The Dvorak layout places the alphabetic keys to one side of the keyboard, using all four rows rather than the usual three rows and the numbers are positioned to the side rather than being a single line above the letters.  A degree of relearning would be required.  

Once you have set up the Dvorak Layout you can alter the keys on your keyboard using keyboard stickers.

[image: image10.wmf]
Right Handed Dvorak layout
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Left Handed Dvorak layout
This skillsheet shows you how to set up the Dvorak layout for your keyboard.

This skillsheet is for Windows XP.  Similar features are available in other versions of Windows.  Please consult the Help facility in your version of Windows.

To Turn the Dvorak Layout On

·  Bring up the Start menu by clicking on Start with your mouse, by pressing the Windows logo key (located between the Ctrl and Alt keys) or Ctrl + Esc 

· Click on Control Panel or press the letter C on the keyboard until you are on Control Panel and click Enter.

· In the Control Panel make sure you are in Classic View – this means all the Control Panel icons are showing. If not, click on switch to classic view in the left hand pane of the Control Panel or press Tab until you get to switch to classic view and press Enter. 

· Click on Regional and Language Options with your mouse or hit the R key and then Enter, see Fig. 1.
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Fig. 1

· By using either the mouse or by hitting the Ctrl + Tab keys move along to the Languages tab.

· Click on Details under Text Services and Input Languages or press Alt + D, see Fig. 2. 
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Fig. 2

· Click on Add or hit Alt + D, see Fig. 3. 
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Fig. 3
On some versions of Windows XP you may see this dialog box instead:
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Fig. 4

· Click on the down arrow next to the Keyboard layout/IME field. You can also use the Tab key to get to this field and then hit Alt + down arrow. Scroll until you reach United States-Dvorak. Now there are 3 different Dvorak layouts. Left handed, right handed or US-Dvorak (which is for both hands). Select the one you want using the mouse or by clicking Enter.
· Click OK and then select Apply using the mouse or the Tab button. 

· There should now be an icon in the right hand corner of the screen that says “EN” on a dark background.  This might also appear as a little keyboard. 
When this icon is selected it will give you the choice of a Dvorak keyboard or a standard QWERTY layout and allows you to swap between the two layouts.  This is useful if you are using a shared computer and want to be able to change between a standard layout and a Dvorak layout. 
Messages charged at standard rate. You will receive two confirmation messages charged at £1.50 each.  AbilityNet will receive your donation net of charges applied by mobile network operators and a processing fee.  If you have any questions regarding this service, please call 020 7549 2222.  
Please help support this charitable service by donating £3.  Text Ability to 84858
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