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Adapting Technology ( Changing Lives

AbilityNet Skillsheet



Choosing preferred browser colours
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Choosing your Preferred Colours in your Browser

The colours of the text and background on websites can vary greatly.  

Some people will occasionally find certain text and background combinations difficult to read, while others prefer to always have a certain colour combination (white text on a black background, for example).  In either case it is easy to impose your own colour preferences.

This skillsheet shows you how to choose your preferred text and background colours in all web pages you visit when using Internet Explorer.  Similar features are available in other browsers.  Please see our website at www.abilitynet.org.uk/myway or consult the Help facility in your browser.

To Choose Colours Within Internet Explorer:
· Open the Tools menu with the mouse or by pressing Alt + T. 

· Select the Internet Options option with the mouse or by pressing O (see Fig. 2).
· Click on the Colors button or press Alt + O (see Fig. 1).
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Fig. 1

· Choose to have your Windows colour scheme reflected by selecting the Use Windows colors option with the mouse or by pressing Alt + W. 

OR 

· Select either the Text button with the mouse, or by pressing Alt + T, or the Background button with the mouse, or by pressing Alt + B. 

· Select the colour of your choice with the mouse or by using the arrow keys. 

· Select the OK button twice with the mouse or by pressing Enter twice. 
· Now press OK or press Enter to return to the Internet Options page and click OK or press Enter again to return to Internet Explorer.
Some websites have “hard-coded” their text and background colours and as a consequence these websites will not reflect the changes you have just made. If you would like your preferences to be reflected on the other sites you visit please follow these steps:

· Open the Tools menu with the mouse or by pressing Alt + T. 

· Select the Internet Options option with the mouse or by pressing O (see Fig. 2).
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Fig. 2

· Select the Accessibility button with the mouse or by pressing Alt + E (see Fig 3).
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Fig. 3
· Click the Ignore colors specified on Web pages check box, or press Alt + C to check it. This will override any web page colour setting with your own.

· Click OK or press Enter to return to the Internet Options dialog box.

· Click OK or tab to it and press Enter to go back to the web page you were viewing.

Messages charged at standard rate. You will receive two confirmation messages charged at £1.50 each.  AbilityNet will receive your donation net of charges applied by mobile network operators and a processing fee.  If you have any questions regarding this service, please call 020 7549 2222.  
Please help support this charitable service by donating £3.  Text Ability to 84858
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